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Hellos and Goodbyes 

We were sorry to say goodbye to Contracts Manager Simon Jeffrey and Buyer Ian Carter earlier this 

year as they head on to new opportunities. We wish them all the best for the future and welcome three 

new starters on board: 

 

 

Howard Marshall joins us as a new Contracts Manager. Howard has 30 plus years 

experience within the industry. Previously he has worked on large scale projects 

covering a wide range of sectors and we are lucky to have him joining our team 

Roger Harwood joins us as a site manager for one of our new projects. Roger has 

worked in the construction industry for more than 30 years and been site manager 

on a number of high value residential and commercial projects 

Daniel Grubb has started with us as a site manager. With nearly 20 years in the 

industry he has worked in a variety of roles and bring a wealth of experience 

with him 

Eventful time for CESW 

MELHUISH and Saunders Ltd are 
proud to be continuing its           

association with Constructing Excellence South West    
Somerset Club.   

In June, thanks to the club’s 
relationship with EDF through 
committee member Jamie   
Driver, members were able 
to take a tour round the   
Hinkley Point C  site. We 
hope to make it an annual event to see progress 

Earlier in the year, Liz Bennett from Safety in Design   
hosted the first in, what we hope will be, a series of talks 
in its Guide to Excellence Series on health, safety and 
CDM. A second talk, focused on Outcome Led                 
Procurement, is scheduled for September.  

You can keep up to date with the club on Twitter,           
Facebook and Linkedin, or you can visit the website 
www.constructingexcellencesw.org 

Changing face of construction 
IN MAY Melhuish 

and Saunders Ltd        

welcomed   

Women in    

Property for a 

site visit of our 

Trowbridge Health Centre Site. Attended 

by nearly 30 members of the  organisation 

the day proved to be a huge success and 

we look forward to hosting more on other 

sites in the future. 

Continuing with the theme our Quantity 

Surveyor Jo Wells joined with                   

representatives from EDF, Wessex Water 

and the Bouyges/Laing O’Rourke combined 

venture BYLOR, to give a talk to students at 

Bridgwater and Taunton College’s Business 

Train Challenge For Women event. 

The company was also delighted to        

welcome members of the Green Register 

to the site of its Passivhaus social housing 

construction for Bristol City Council at    

Peverell Drive in Bristol. 

Fifteen architects attended the event 

where the details of the project were laid 

out, including how the buildings had 

achieved  Passivhaus standard while using 

traditional  materials, rather than more 

expensive specialist items. 
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Mellies passes to next generationMellies passes to next generationMellies passes to next generation   
ON MARCH 17th Melhuish and Saunders Ltd Managing 

Director John Mitchard retired, stepping down from a role 

he has held since taking over the company in 1998. John 

will now take the position of Chairman of the Board.      

When John first took over Melhuish and Saunders Ltd it 

looked likely that the firm was about to close its doors for 

the final time. Taking a firm grip on the company from 

the outset John was able to not only ensure its survival, 

but to build it up to the multi-million pound firm it is   

today. He brought experience, knowledge, adaptability 

and a determination to the role which allowed him to 

steer the company through the 2008 financial crisis. 

John’s retirement, and coinciding 65th birthday, were marked with a surprise party at the Orangery in the 

Charlton House Hotel, a place with special meaning after he oversaw the building of it in 2002. Almost 

100 friends, family and  colleagues joined in the celebrations to ensure that his send off was memorable.  

Message from the new Managing Director 

Firstly, I would like to congratulate John Mitchard on his retirement in March of this year, and for all of his 

hard work over the years to make my transition into Managing Director from Contracts Director an easy 

and as smooth as  possible, which will enable me to take the company forward in the coming years.   

As a company we have a highly experienced, technical and dedicated team of individuals who all help to 

make Melhuish & Saunders the highly successful company that it is today. Last year we managed to   

complete our highest ever turnover and as a company we plan to steadily grow over the coming years from 

repeat work from clients, with whom we have an excellent reputation working with, as well as forging new 

relationships with new clients. With the ultimate aim for all projects being completed to budget, on time and 

above client’s expectations.     

Mike Garbutt has also joined the board of directors at Melhuish & Saunders as the new Financial Director.  

Mike has been with the company for over 7 years as the financial controller and I congratulate him on his 

new position and am sure he will continue to be an asset to the company in his new role. 

We look forward to completing some great and award winning projects for all our clients.   

Darryl Mitchard, Managing Director 
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http://www.melhuishandsaundersltd.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/melhuish-&-saunders-limited
https://twitter.com/CESWSomerset
https://www.facebook.com/ceswSomerset/
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/11074771/
http://www.constructingexcellencesw.org.uk/


The year in focus 
WE ARE delighted to be working on an exciting range of projects in 2017, covering a wide range of sectors and     

locations across the South West. From the completion of works on the  stunning trade counter and warehouse   

facility in Avonmouth, continuing works at Adcroft  Surgery in Trowbridge and three Passivhaus social housing    

projects for Bristol City Council, to new works renovating the Innovation Centre at the Bath and West Showground,   

refurbishing the Shepton Mallet Motors showroom and workshops, construction of a surgery at Marksbury, new 

affordable housing at Coombe Bissett and a 12 bed extension, and refurbishment of existing  facilities to a care 

home in Orchard Portman, we are experienced in completing a wide variety of projects. A large part of this success, 

as well as the mount of repeat business we have, such as with GVA with the projects in Trowbridge and Marksbury, 

is the versatility we can bring to a project. Whether it is a refurbishment, new build or design and build our team of 

trained staff are on hand to help with design guidance, budgeting and advice to all our clients. 

Bath and West Innovation Centre – Bath and West Showground 

WITH our hoarding up in time to provide a subtle  backdrop to the Royal Bath 

and West Show we are happy to announce that refurbishment works to the 

Bath and West Innovation Centre are already in motion. Refurbishments and 

alterations to the existing building will make it more usable for the Royal Bath 

and West of England Society, allowing them to lease out the office space to 

help provide finance for other activities 

Due for completion before Christmas the project, estimated at £500,000, is   

being overseen by O2i Design Consultants, with and a hands on approach by 

Royal Bath and West of England Society Chief Executive Rupert Cox. 

St Brendan’s—Avonmouth                

Every project has its own features  and designs which 

bring it to life as the construction continues; St 

Brendan’s Warehouse is no different. With its        

undulating roof and glass façade, it stands out from 

the crowd as an exceptional piece of craftsmanship, 

as much as construction. 

Valued at more than £3.3million, and designed by 

architect’s Wotton Donoghue,  the facility will be a 

draw for new business thanks to the internal, as well 

as external works carried out to create the trade 

counter and  warehouse facilities.  

The Forecastle – Alveston 

Designed by GCP architects, on behalf of Elim Housing Association, the 

works at the Forecastle in Alveston will create 18 new bedsits for     

vulnerable residents. The project has been split into two phases to  

ensure that there are still rooms available for those who need them 

while the works are carried out.  

Valued at £1.1million the project involves the refurbishment and       

remodelling of the existing  building to create nine bedrooms with self 

contained facilities. Once this has been completed the residents, who 

are currently living in a temporary building to the rear of the site will 

move in. This will allow 

work to commence on 

the demolition of the 

existing structure and 

the creation of a new 

annex, which will 

house a further nine 

residents. The project 

is due for completion in 

March 2018. 

And the winner is... 

Amongst the host of awards which the company has been up for this year 

we were delighted to see recognition for our hard working team. Site    

Manager Nick Hodges won the Site Manager of the Year Award at the    

Somerset Building Control Partnership LABC awards, and was highly    

commended at the South West LABC Awards. 

Meanwhile Quantity Surveyor Jo Wells was a finalist in the G4C Image of 

Construction category and Marketing Officer Daniel Gibson was awarded 

finalist for the G4C Sustainability award. Our projects have also done well, with Cotswold Dogs and Cats 

Home being shortlisted for the British Construction Industry Awards in October, RICS Design Through 

Innovation category and the Constructing Excellence South West Built Environment Awards.   

Melhuish and Saunders Ltd was proud to also sponsored the Customer Service Excellence Award at this 

year’s Mendip Business Awards.  

We were also delighted to see that Peter Barkwell from Wainwright’s Quarry, who we worked with on the 

Somerset Earth Science Centre, won a special award for his achievements. 

Marksbury Road Health Centre—Bristol 

One of two projects we are working on with the      

architects GVA, the other being the construction of a 

new health centre, and  refurbishment of  existing  

facilities in Trowbridge, Marksbury Road will create a 

new two storey health centre, with associated hard 

and soft landscaping.  Additionally a new pharmacy 

will be incorporated into the structure, which will 

have a total floor area of 1217m2 

Valued at approximately £2.5million, and due for    

completion in Spring 2018 the surgery will provide 

specially designed modern facilities to the local area 

through the Wedmore Practice. 

Coombe Bissett—Wiltshire 

Working closely with Wiltshire Council and B3 Architects we are in 

the process of constructing two new flats and two townhouses on 

the outskirts of the historic town of Coombe Bissett on the site of a 

former council depot.  The project, valued at nearly £700,000, and 

due for completion in January 2017, will provide much needed 

affordable housing in the area, and form part of Wiltshire Council’s 

ongoing housing strategy.  

Orchard Portman Hospital—Taunton. 

Starting in summer 2017 the £2.2million                    

refurbishment and 12 bed extension of the hospital, 

designed by Aurora Partnership Ltd for Cygnet Health 

Care, promises to be an interesting project to work on.  

Works will be carried out in a live hospital                 

environment, requiring special measures to be taken 

for health and safety and site security, while             

minimising the disruption caused to residents by the 

works. 

http://www.o2idesign.com/
http://www.wdarchitects.co.uk/
http://www.gcparch.co.uk/
http://www.gva.co.uk/
http://www.darntonb3.com/
http://www.aurora.uk.com/

